PROBLEMS OF THE PROTECTORATE  2OI

fabrics containing an admixture of wood fibre which
is supplied from Germany. Factories producing rubber
goods are supplied with the German artificial rubber
product known as buna which costs the Czech manu-
facturers five times as much as natural rubber.

The famous ironworks at Vitkovice are to be amal-
gamated with the Hermann Goring works. The Vitkovice
ironworks formerly belonged to the Rothschild family
and the recent release of Baron Rothschild from prison
in Vienna was one of the terms of the agreement by
which this transaction was arranged.

A private message from Prague indicates that the main
conflict in Bohemia and Moravia is not so much between
the Czechs and Germans, although this is serious enough,
but between the intolerable arrogance of the Sudeten
Germans and the comparatively moderate but ruthless
attitude of Hitler's envoys. The leading representative
of the former tendency is state secretary K. H. Frank,
who is making his influence felt in all branches of the
political and economic administration. The immediate
representatives of Hitler are obliged to yield to the
pressure of the Sudeten Germans, but they try to main
it appear that the Fiihrer's wishes are being met Frank
is utilising a large number of agents who mix in Czech
political circles, chiefly among the Fascists, but also,
oddly enough, among the Social Democrats. The aim
of the Sudeten Germans is to destroy the foundations
of Czech political life, and they hope to achieve this
by removing every trace of the former regime and all
the people who were connected with it So far, however,